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Western Influence on Chinese Sericulture
As Reflected in Some Chinese Manuals of the Late Qing

Mau Chuan-Hui

Centre Chine Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, & Paris, France

At the beginning of the 1880s, some French silk manufacturers noticed a signifi-
cant decrease in cocoons' production in China after 1878. Paul Brunat (1840-1903) ,
while running in a silk filature in Shanghai, observed the silkworm rearing situation
in the nearby Jiangnan sericulture regions. Natalis Rondot (1821-1902) asked the
Maritime Custom’s Superintendent of Zhenjiang to conduct a survey in Zhejiang.

The discovery of severe silkworm diseases in Jiangnan prompted the attempt to
introduce egg-making and silkworm-raising techniques to China by some Europeans.
Even though the process of introduction met resistance, members of the Chinese elite
showed interest in the European techniques. They not only published numerous seri-
cultural manuals, but also translated European ones into Chinese.

The present work aims to analyze some Chinese sericultural manuals of the late
Qing dynasty and to compare them with earlier ones and with the foreign knowledge
introduced to China. We attempt to determine whether there was a technical evolution
in Chinese sericulture during the late Qing and to evaluate the Western influence on
contemporary Chinese sericultural writings. Our study will reveal the opinion of the
Chinese elite on European technology and their understanding of the European seri-

culture.
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